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ISSUE:  Should the Council send a letter to the Federal Transit Administration on behalf of Access Services, asking the FTA to allow Access Services to keep its current fair setting method?

SUMMARY:  Access Services is petitioning the FTA for a rulemaking that would amend applicable regulations to permit coordinated paratransit systems like Access Services to have a coordinated fare. The federal government is forcing entities like Access Services to switch to a so-called dynamic fare system, in which fares are primarily set based on demand.

BACKGROUND/ISSUES/ANALYSIS:  Access Services, a  local public entity, is the Los Angeles County Consolidated Transportation Services Agency (“CTSA”) and administers the Los Angeles County Coordinated Paratransit Plan (“Plan”) on behalf of the County’s 43 public fixed route operators (i.e., bus and rail). Access Services acts is a state mandated facilitator charged with the development and implementation of regional coordination of social service transportation to seniors, persons with disabilities, the young, and the low-income disadvantaged. Access Services is governed by a nine-member board of directors. ss S

Access uses a simple, two-tier coordinated fare that has been in existence for nearly twenty years.  The FTA has said the Access fare structure does not meet federal requirements. In response, Access Services is proceeding with a modified fare structure which is in the proposal phase for public review and comment, and an upcoming hearing.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Access is concerned that any new fare system would be significantly more complex and lead to confusion amongst clients.  They are also concerned that a new fare system could lead to fewer riders, as well higher fares for certain clients, many of whom live on fixed-incomes.  OOOften, hi
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ATTACHMENTS:  None.    
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