




















































































































































                       COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM DETAIL SHEET 
 

ISSUE:  The “Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act” (H.R. 3717) 

 
SUMMARY:  Among other things, H.R. 3717 has a major impact on 
Protection and Advocacy organizations. 
 
BACKGROUND/ISSUES/ANALYSIS: This bill is roughly 135 pages 
long, and thus, cannot be completely analyzed in a short detail sheet. It 
has some positive aspects, and a number of strong supporters. 
However, two areas of concern are as follows:  
 
It creates a HIPAA exemption allowing a “caregiver” to receive 
protected health information when a mental health care provider 
reasonably believes disclosure to the caregiver is necessary to protect 
the health, safety or welfare of the patient, or the safety of someone 
else. It should be noted that the definition of “caregiver” includes 
immediate family members.    
 
It also constrains federally funded “Protection and Advocacy” 
organizations - such as Disability Rights California – in their lobbying 
efforts. In addition, it restricts them in advising people regarding 
“refusing medical treatment or acting against wishes of a caregiver.” 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Oppose H.R. 3717 (Murphy).  
 

COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVE:  Goal 14: Public policy.  
Public policy in California promotes the independence, productivity, 
inclusion and self-determination of individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: None 
 

 

 

 PREPARED BY:  Bob Giovati 




