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D R A F T 
 

Council Meeting Minutes 
May 20, 2015 

 
Members Present Members Absent Others Attending 

April Lopez (FA) 
Bill Moore 
Carmela Garnica (FA) 
Catherine Blakemore 
Charles Horne-Nutt (SA) 
Chisorom Okwuosa 
Dan Boomer 
David Forderer (SA) 
Eric Gelber 
Feda Almaliti (FA) 
Janelle Lewis (FA) 
Jay Lytton (SA) 
Jonathan Clarkson  
Kecia Weller (SA) 
Kerstin Williams (SA) 
Kris Kent 
Nancy Clyde (SA) 
Ning Yang (SA) 
Rebecca Donabed (SA) 
Robert Jacobs 
Robert Taylor (SA) 
Robin Hansen  
Sandra Aldana (SA) 
Sandra Smith (FA) 
Wilbert Francis  

Max Duley (FA) 
Steven Kapp (SA)  
 

Aaron Carruthers 
Angela Lewis 
Benita Baines 
Bob Giovati 
Bob Phillips 
Carolyn Meshack 
Chris Arroyo 
Christine Lannon 
David Pegos 
Dawn Morley  
Gabriel Rogin 
George Lewis 
Holly Bins 
Mary Agnes Nolan 
Mary Ellen-Stives 
Natalie Bocanegra 
Robert Phillips  
Robin Maitino 
Sonya Bingaman 
Wayne Glusker 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ 

Chairperson April Lopez (FA) called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
 

2. SWEARING IN OF NEW MEMBERS 
Executive Director Carruthers swore in new Councilmember Jay Lytton 
(SA). 
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3. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  
Chair Lopez (FA) established a quorum. 

 
4. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Members and others in attendance introduced themselves. 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
On behalf of Choices Institute, George Lewis from the North Valley Hills 
Regional Office presented the Council with a certificate of appreciation for 
the Council’s recent sponsorship of $999.  Mr. Lewis went on to provide 
highlights of the Choices Institutes Annual Conference that took place on 
May 1, 2015. 
 
David Pegos (FA), parent of a child with a developmental disability, 
introduced himself to the Council and offered to be of assistance in any 
way he can by moving the mission of the Council forward. 
 

6. APROVAL OF MAY 20, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 
 
MOTION 1 
It was moved/seconded (Smith [FA]/Aldana [SA]) and carried to approve 
the March 25th, 2015 Council meeting minutes, as presented. (See page 
11 for the voting record of members present.) 
 

7. CHAIR REPORT 
Chair Lopez (FA) reported the resignation of Michal Clark and the 
appointment of Aaron Carruthers as Executive Director (A).   
 
Chair Lopez (FA) also provided an update on the search for a permanent 
Executive Director, stating that the Executive Committee met on May 18 
and 19 to review candidate materials and are scheduled to meet on June 
24 and 25 to conduct interviews. 
 
Chair Lopez (FA) further announced the appointment of Lisa Cooley as 
Vice-Chair to the Employment First Committee (EFC) and Rebecca 
Martinez as a new Member. 
 
Other announcements included the attendance of Chair Lopez (FA) at the 
California Democratic Convention and acknowledgment of the Council’s 
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information booth at Capitol Action Day, which coincided with the May 
Council meeting. 
 

8. STAFF REPORTS 
Executive Director (A) Aaron Carruthers provided an update on SCDD 
activities and accomplishments that have taken place since the March 
Council meeting. 
 
Additional staff reports were included in the packet, starting on page 15. 
 

9. MTARS/AIDD UPDATE 
Executive Director (A) Carruthers provided an update to councilmembers 
on the progress of implementing the corrective action plan (CAP), stating 
that with the April 1, 2015, submission to AIDD, SCDD has submitted 58% 
of its deliverables.  He also reported that the next AIDD quarterly call is 
scheduled for June 11, 2015, and that Chair Lopez (FA) and Vice-Chair 
Ning Yang (SA) will be joining Director (A) Carruthers on the call. 
 

10. GOVERNOR’S MAY BUDGET REVISE  
Deputy Director Bob Giovati provided a handout of the Health and Human 
Services’ Overview of the May Revision of the 2015-16 Governor’s 
Budget.  Although additional funding was not introduced into the I/DD 
system, Deputy Director Giovati, along with staff and other interested 
parties, continue to explore new ways to acquire additional funding.  
 

11. APPROVAL OF 2015-16 SCDD BUDGET 
Executive Director (A) Carruthers presented the proposed 2015-16 SCDD 
Budget to the Council for consideration.  The proposed budget represents 
a federal shortfall of $674,000 which would be absorbed by prior year 
funding.  Moving forward, however, cost savings would need to be 
implemented in order to balance the budget.  With direction from the 
Council, Director (A) Carruthers will be reaching out to Councilmembers 
and staff to come up with ideas to reduce expenditures and close the 
structural gap. 
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MOTION 2  
It was moved/seconded (Horne-Nutt [SA]/Clyde [SA]) and carried to 
approve the 2015-16 SCDD Budget with the knowledge that there is a 
structural deficit and with the direction that staff work with 
Councilmembers and staff to come up with ideas to reduce expenditures 
and close the structural gap. (See page 11 for the voting record of 
members present.) 
 

12. INDIVIDUAL ADVOCACY PAPER 
Chair Lopez (FA) presented the May 1, 2015 version of the Advocacy and 
Direct Individual Advocacy Services paper to the Council for 
consideration.  At that time, Councilmember Catherine Blakemore 
presented written comments/revisions for consideration in lieu of the 
May 1, 2015 version.  After considerable discussion, the Council did not 
act to approve the May 1, 2015 version of the paper and move to refer the 
paper back to the MTARS Committee for revisions. 
 
MOTION 3  
It was moved and seconded (Lewis [FA]/Yang [SA]) to approve the May 1, 
2015 version of the Advocacy and Direct Individual Advocacy Services 
paper Advocacy and Direct Individual Advocacy Services paper.  MOTION 
FAILED. (See page 11 for the voting record of members present.) 
 
MOTION 4  
It was moved/seconded (Clarkson/Donabed [SA]) and carried to refer the 
paper back to the MTARS Committee and to bring others into the process 
if needed. (See page 11 for the voting record of members present.)  
 

13. UPCOMING EVENTS   
25th Anniversary of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Vice-Chair Ning Yang (SA) referred Councilmembers to page 136 of the 
packet in order to provide them with information on the upcoming 25th 
anniversary of the ADA.  Included in that information were some staff 
suggestions on how the Council could participate in the celebration.  
Among those suggestions was the participation in the signing of the ADA 
National Network Pledge.  
 

14. PROPOSED POSITIONS ON LEGISLATION 
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Councilmember Janelle Lewis (FA) and Deputy Director Giovati presented 
25 legislative bills to the Council for consideration and action, noting that 
Assembly Bill 571 was no longer being submitted for consideration due to 
an amendment making the legislation no longer pertinent to individuals 
with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities.   Following discussion, 
the Council took the below actions: 
 
MOTION 5  
It was moved/seconded (Horne-Nutt [SA]/Clyde [SA]) and carried to adopt 
the Legislative and Public Policy Committees recommendations on the 
below-listed legislation. (See page 11 for the voting record of members 
present.) 
 
Bill Number Author LPPC Recommendations 
AB 74 Calderon Support 
AB 449 Irwin Support 
AB 563 Lopez Support 
AB 564 Eggman Support 
AB 643 Nazarian Support 
AB 648 Low Support 
AB 662 Bonilla Support 
AB 763 Burke Support 
AB 881 Garcia Support 
AB 918  Stone Support 
AB 987 Levine Support 
AB 1218 Weber Support 
AB 1261 Burke Support 
AB 1369  Frazier Support 
HR 3717 Murphy Oppose 
Senate Bill (SB) 11 Beall Support 
SB 29 Beall Support 
SB 190 Beall Support 
SB 324 Pavley Support 
SB 490 Beall & Huff Support 
SB 492 Liu Support 
SB 589 Block Support 

 
MOTION 6  
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It was moved/seconded (Hansen/Weller [SA]) and carried to not support 
AB 796 (Nazarian), Health Care Coverage: Autism and Pervasive 
Developmental Disorders. (See page 11 for the voting record of members 
present.) 
 
MOTION 7  
It was moved and seconded (Lytton [SA]/Hansen) to not support SB 128 
(Wolk), End of Life. MOTION FAILED.  (See page 11 for the voting record 
of members present.) 
 
MOTION 8  
It was moved/seconded (Clyde [SA]/Weller [SA]) and carried to take a 
position of “no position” on SB 128 (Wolk), End of Life. (See page 11 for 
the voting record of members present.) 
 

15. REGIONAL ADVSORY COMMITTEE (RAC) 
The Los Angeles Regional Advisory Committee is requesting that the 
Council consider signing a letter to the Los Angeles Metro Board 
regarding affordable and accessible transportation options for the I/DD 
community.  Following discussion, the Council took the below action to 
sign the letter provided on page 191 of the packet.   
 
MOTION 9  
It was moved/seconded (Clyde [SA]/Weller [SA]) and carried to sign the 
letter on page 191 of the packet, which is addressed to the Los Angeles 
Metro Board regarding new transportation investments. (See page 11 for 
the voting record of members present.) 
 

16. DD ACT AND STATE PLAN TRAINING  
Executive Director (A) Carruthers provided comprehensive training on the 
Federal DD Act, Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act, and 
the 2011-16 SCDD State Plan.   
 
The presentation defined the term ‘developmental disability,’ as well as 
the differences between the Lanterman and Federal DD Act.  The 
presentation also outlined each state plan goal, with accompanying 
definitions for each.  
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17. RAC STRUCTURE 
On March 25, 2015, the Council acted to approve the proposed Regional 
Advisory Committee governance structure.  This governance policy 
includes the authorization of a Membership Committee for each RAC.  
The Council considered giving authority to each RAC, allowing them to 
establish subcommittees that are separate from the RAC Membership 
Committee.  MTARS considerations and administrative issues were 
discussed. Following much discussion, the below action was taken. 
 
MOTION 10  
It was moved/seconded (Clarkson/Forderer [SA]) and carried to not give 
authority to Regional Advisory Committees to establish subcommittees 
separate from the RAC Membership Committee. (See page 11 for the 
voting record of members present.) 
 

18. CONFLICT OF INTEREST WAIVER REQUEST & INTERIM PROCESS 
This item was removed from the agenda.  
 

19. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
a. Executive Committee – Ning Yang (SA) provided a brief summary of 

the April 14 and 21, 2015 Committee meetings. 
 
Executive Director (A) Carruthers presented the detailed monthly 
budget projections for fiscal year 2014-15, based on expenditures 
through March 2015, to the Council.  This report illustrates a deficit of 
$77,052 at the current staffing levels.  
 

b. Administrative Committee: A copy of draft minutes from the April 14, 
2015, Administrative Committee meeting was provided in the Council 
packet as a summary of the meeting.  
 

c. Legislative and Public Policy Committee (LPPC): In addition to the 
legislative positions acted upon under agenda item 14, a copy of the 
draft April 23, 2015 LPPC minutes was provided in the Council packet 
as a summary of the meeting.  
 

d. Membership Committee: A copy of draft minutes for the March 24, 
2015 Membership Committee meeting was provided in the Council 
packet as a summary of the meeting. 
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The Membership Committee also provided its report to the Council.  
This report captures existing Council vacancies; upcoming expiration 
dates for appointments; recommendations solicited; a listing of current 
councilmember terms; and the number of candidates forwarded to the 
Governor’s Office during the reporting period.  
 

e. Self-Advocates Advisory Committee (SAAC): Councilmember David 
Forderer (SA) provided a brief summary of the March 24, 2015 
meeting.  
 

f. Employment First Committee: A copy of the draft minutes for the 
April 14, 2015 meeting was provided in the Council packet as a 
summary of the meeting. 
 

g. State Plan Committee: A copy of draft minutes for the April 16, 2015, 
State Plan Committee meeting was provided in the Council packet as a 
summary of the meeting.  
 

20. STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN) REPORT 
Councilmember David Forderer (SA) provided a written report to the 
Council on the March 4 – 5, 2015 SSAN meeting. 
 

21. CALIFORNIA EMPLOYMENT CONSORTIUM FOR YOUTH (CECY) 
REPORT 
Councilmember Steven Kapp provided a written report on CECY.  
 

22. DEVEOPMENTAL SERVICES TASK FORCE 
Councilmember Kecia Weller provided a written report on the 
Developmental Services Task Force.  
 

23. CLOSED SESSION – PERSONNEL & LITIGATION 
The Council went into closed session. 
 

24. RECONVENE OPEN SESSION 
No actions reported. 

 
25. NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for July 14 – 15, 2015 at the Hilton 
Arden West Hotel in Sacramento.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.  
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Name Motion  
1 

Motion  
2 

Motion  
3 

Motion  
4 

Motion  
5 

Motion  
6 

Motion  
7 

Motion  
8 

Motion  
9 

Motion  
10 

Aldana, Sandra For For Oppose For For Abstain For For For Abstain 
Almaliti, Feda For Out of Room Oppose For For Abstain For For For For 
Blakemore, Catherine For For Oppose For For Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room 
Boomer, Daniel For For Oppose For Abstain Abstain Oppose Abstain Abstain For 
Clarkson, Jonathan For For Oppose For Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain For 
Clyde, Nancy Abstain For Oppose For For For Oppose For For For 
Donabed, Rebecca For For Oppose For For For Abstain For For Oppose 
Forderer, David For For Abstain For For For Abstain For For For 
Francis, Wilbert For Abstain Oppose For Abstain Abstain For For For For 
Garnica, Carmela For For Oppose For For For For For For Oppose 
Gelber, Eric For For Oppose For For Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain For 
Hansen, Robin For For Oppose For For For For For For Abstain 
Horne-Nutt, Charles For For Oppose For For For Oppose For For For 
Jacobs, Robert For For Oppose For Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room Out of Room 
Kent, Kris For For Oppose For Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain For 
Lewis, Janelle For For Oppose For For For Oppose For For For 
Lopez, April For For Oppose For For For No Vote Abstain For For 
Lytton, Jay For For Oppose For For Abstain For For For Abstain 
Moore, Bill For For Oppose For Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain Abstain For 
Okwuosa, Chisorom For For Oppose For Abstain Abstain Out of Room Abstain Abstain For 
Smith, Sandra For For Oppose For For For For For For Abstain 
Taylor, Robert For For Oppose For Oppose Oppose Oppose Oppose For Oppose 
Weller, Kecia Abstain For Oppose For For For Oppose Abstain For For 
Williams, Kerstin For For Oppose For For For Abstain For For Oppose 
Yang, Ning For For Oppose For For For Oppose Abstain For For 
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